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Conflict worsens in eastern Ukraine 


MARKIIAN LYSEIKO/EPA-EFE/SHUTTERSTOCK 


Ukrainian service members fire artillery at pro-Russian separatists near Novoluhanske, in the Donetsk region of eastern 
Ukraine. Three government soldiers were killed as fighting escalated and the two sides traded blame. Story, A11 


Presidents 
FISA tweet 
sets off a 
scramble 


BY ASHLEY PARKER, 
PHILIP RUCKER 
AND JOSH DAWSEY 


At 6:46 Thursday morning, An- 
drew Napolitano — a Fox News 
Channel personality and support- 
er of President Trump — opined 
about a critical government sur- 
veillance program on “Fox & 
Friends,” the show that is part 
alarm clock, part unofficial brief- 
ing for the commander in chief. 

“Tm scratching my head,” Na- 
politano said, referring to Thurs- 
day’s House vote to reauthorize a 
key part of the Foreign Intelli- 
gence Surveillance Act. “I don’t 
understand why Donald Trump is 
in favor of this.” 

And then, just 47 minutes later, 
Trump was no longer in favor of the 
bill that his own White House had 
been championing. In a tweet, the 
president quoted verbatim the Fox 
headline from Napolitano’s appear- 
ance and suggested that the FISA 
law had been used by the Obama 
administration to “so badly surveil 

TRUMP CONTINUED ON A8 


Surveillance tool: Senate moves 
ahead on intelligence program. A8 


Sessions tries to regain Trump's favor 


BY JOSH DAWSEY 
AND MATT ZAPOTOSKY 


Attorney General Jeff Sessions 
is trying to find his way back into 
President Trump’s good graces. 

For months, Sessions has asked 
senior White House aides to make 
sure the president knows what he 
is doing at the Justice Depart- 
ment, two White House advisers 


said, and has told allies he hopes 
policy decisions that garner news 
coverage will please Trump. 
Sessions’s team at Justice has 
crafted a public campaign to 
highlight the work it is doing to 
advance the president’s agenda. 
The department has also begun 
looking into matters that Trump 
has publicly complained are not 
being pursued. 


Top Trump advisers, including 
White House counsel Donald Mc- 
Gahn and counselor Kellyanne 
Conway and former chief of staff 
Reince Priebus and former strat- 
egist Stephen K. Bannon, have at 
times joined the effort and 

SESSIONS CONTINUED ON A4 


Russia probe: Democrat criticizes 
lack of access to documents. A6 
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Montecito’s muddy misery 
This small town in Southern California remained under a thick blanket of muck this week after 
burned hillsides gave way in rain. The 17 people killed ranged in age from 3 to 89. Story, A10 


Immigration offer 
on ‘dreamers fails 


TRUMP PROFANELY ASSAILS SOME COUNTRIES 


Plan stalls on diversity visa, ‘chain migration’ disputes 


BY Ep O’KEEFE, 
ERICA WERNER 
AND JOSH DAWSEY 


Immigration talks on Capitol 
Hill foundered Thursday after the 
White House and some GOP law- 
makers rejected a tentative deal 
from a bipartisan Senate group — 
and President Trump made in- 
cendiary remarks about people 
from developing countries. 

In a midday immigration 
meeting with senators in which 
they discussed the fate of certain 
immigrants from Haiti, El Salva- 
dor and some African nations, 
Trump became frustrated and 
made a reference to “shithole 
countries,” arguing that the U.S. 
should bring in more immigrants 
from Norway instead, according 
to several people briefed on his 
comments. 

Those explosive remarks from 
the president roiled the debate as 
Democrats erupted in outrage 
and accused Trump of setting 
back prospects for any deal. 

“This is like throwing gasoline 
to the fire,” said Rep. Adriano 
Espaillat (D-N.Y.), an immigrant 
from the Dominican Republic, 
which shares the island of His- 
paniola with Haiti. “It’s not con- 
sistent with what the behavior of 


a president should be.” 

The fast-moving developments 
came as lawmakers and the 
White House try to come up with 
a solution for immigrants 
brought illegally to this country 
as children, who are losing tem- 
porary protections granted with 
executive powers by President 
Barack Obama under a program 
called Deferred Action for Child- 
hood Arrivals. Trump plans to 
phase out the program complete- 
ly in March unless Congress re- 
places it. 

The president’s remarks came 
ata moment of frustration during 
an Oval Office meeting with Re- 
publican and Democratic law- 
makers Thursday, as they were 
presenting an opening bid for a 
broad immigration package. 

The deal included a solution 
for “dreamers,” as well as im- 
provements to border security 
and changes to two other el- 
ements of the immigration sys- 
tem: one allowing U.S. citizens to 
sponsor certain relatives for citi- 
zenship, and the other, known as 
the “diversity visa lottery,’ which 
distributes 50,000 visas annually 

DACA CONTINUED ON A9 


Choice language: Trump remark 
shakes up immigration talks. A9 


States get go-ahead to 
require job for Medicaid 


Opponents poised to sue 
over making recipients 
prove ‘work activities’ 


BY AMY GOLDSTEIN 


The Trump administration is- 
sued guidance to states on Thurs- 
day that will allow them to com- 
pel people to work or prepare for 
jobs in order to receive Medicaid 
for the first time in the half- 
century history of this fundamen- 
tal piece of the nation’s social 
safety net. 

The letter to state Medicaid 
directors opens the door for 
states to cut off Medicaid benefits 
to Americans unless they have a 
job, are in school, are a caregiver 
or volunteer, or participate in 
other approved forms of “com- 
munity engagement” — an idea 
that some states had broached 
over the past several years but 
that the Obama administration 
had consistently rebuffed. 


The new policy comes as 10 
states are already lined up, wait- 
ing for federal permission to im- 
pose work requirements on able- 
bodied adults in the program. 
Three other states are contem- 
plating them. Health officials 
could approve the first waiver — 
probably for Kentucky — as soon 
as Friday, according to two people 
with knowledge of the process. 

The guidance represents a fun- 
damental and much-disputed 
recalibration of the compact be- 
tween the government and poor 
Americans for whom Medicaid 
coverage provides crucial access 
to health care. 

The idea of conditioning gov- 
ernment benefits on “work activi- 
ties” was cemented into welfare 
more than two decades ago, when 
a system of unlimited cash assis- 
tance was replaced by the Tempo- 
rary Assistance for Needy Fami- 
lies, which has work require- 
ments and time limits. The link 

MEDICAID CONTINUED ON A6 


Walmart wage hike: Why not? 
Reasons are up for debate. A14 


Video of Md. patient put out in the cold stirs fury 


BY JOHN WoopROwW Cox, 
THERESA VARGAS 
AND JUSTIN WM. MOYER 


The man hurried up the Balti- 
more sidewalk with a camera in 
his hand as four black-clad hospi- 
tal security guards walked 
toward him, then past him. One 
of them was pushing an empty 
wheelchair. 


“So wait, y'all just going to 
leave this lady out here with no 
clothes on?” said Imamu Baraka, 
referring to a dazed woman wear- 
ing only a thin hospital gown 
whom they had left alone at a bus 
stop Tuesday night in mid-30s 
temperatures. Her face appeared 
bloody, her eyes empty. 

It was the latest incident of 
“patient dumping,” which has 


sparked outrage around the 
country — and one that, accord- 
ing to an expert, probably violat- 
ed a 1986 federal law that man- 
dates hospitals release those in 
their care into a safe environ- 
ment. 

“This kind of behavior is, I 
think, both illegal and I’m sure 
immoral,” said Arthur L. Caplan, 
founding head of the division of 


medical ethics at the New York 
University School of Medicine. 
“You don’t just throw someone 
out into the street who is im- 
paired and may have injuries. 
You try to get them to the best 
place possible, and that’s not the 
bench in front of the hospital.” 
The phenomenon was perva- 
sive two decades ago, when the 
PATIENT CONTINUED ON A2 


Jone. 


IMAMU BARAKA/ FACEBOOK 


A video image 
shows a 
patient from 
the University 
of Maryland 
Medical 
Center 
Midtown on 
the street, 
wearing only 
a thin gown 
and socks. 


IN THE NEWS 


‘Warring statelets’ in Yemen The disarray 
will be hard to repair, the U.N. warned. A12 


Registry for finding therapies frozen The list 
names programs to treat mental illness. A3 
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THE NATION 

Lawyers for 11 prison- 
ers at Guantanamo Bay 
argued that the men 
have been held for too 
long without being 
charged. A3 

A Louisiana teacher 
who was handcuffed 
and arrested after ques- 
tioning her school su- 
perintendent’s raise de- 
manded an apology. A4 
The ACLU again 
brought abortion rights 
for teen immigrants in 
U.S. custody before a 
judge. A4 

President Trump’s 


a 


preferred candidate in 
North Dakota won't 
challenge Democrat 
Heidi Heitkamp. A6 


THE WORLD 

British Prime Minis- 
ter Theresa May vowed 
to eliminate “all avoid- 
able” plastic waste in her 
country by 2042. A12 
The U.S. Air Force de- 
ployed B-2 Spirit bomb- 
ers to Guam as talks be- 
tween North and South 
Korea about the Winter 
Olympics were about to 
commence. A12 
Ecuador granted citi- 


zenship to WikiLeaks’ 
Julian Assange in a bid 
to end a standoff over its 
London embassy. A12 


THE ECONOMY 
Federal legalization of 
marijuana would gener- 
ate at least $132 billion 
in tax revenue, a study 
found. A10 


THE REGION 

The number of women 
in the Virginia legisla- 
ture sets a record in 
what many hope marks 
a national trend. B1 
The U.S. Senate 
passed a bill granting 
federal recognition to 
six Indian tribes in 
Virginia. B1 


Maryland Democrats 
assailed Gov. Larry 
Hogan over Discovery 
Communications’ move 
from Silver Spring. B1 
A Metro board panel 
advanced a plan to re- 
imburse rush-hour rail 
and bus riders who face 
extended delays. B2 
Two families whose 
children were sexually 
assaulted at a D.C. 
charter school sued the 
school and its leaders 
for more than $100 mil- 
lion. B4 


OBITUARIES 

Brendan Byrne, 93, 
was twice elected gover- 
nor of New Jersey. B5 
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Five easygoing new wine 
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Out of Oscar’s loop? 
The deserving “Mudbound” 
faces tough obstacles. C1 
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